Welcome!
The Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation is pleased to provide visitors of all ages an
educational packet that will assist in self-guided trips to Rich Mountain Battlefield. We hold an
amazing piece of history right here in Randolph County! We have worked with local teachers to
add an academic component to the field trip for our participating students, so this makes for a
wonderful family trip! We hope you enjoy your visit to Rich Mountain Battlefield!
Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation is a private, non-profit foundation working to protect a
significant Civil War legacy of more than 400 acres, including the Battlefield and Camp Garnett.
Marked trails and interpretive signs at the site tell the story of this crucial early battle, while the
visitors center in nearby Beverly supports the Battlefield with information and resources.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Beverly Heritage Center will remain closed or operate on
limited days, but the Battlefield outdoor site is open!!
We encourage your outdoor visit with family to the Battlefield site! As you enjoy your visit to
Rich Mountain Battlefield, please help us to protect the site. Observe all posted rules, including
those against digging, artifact hunting, or metal detectors. The site contains rough ground that
cannot be made perfectly safe without destroying its historic character. Please exercise caution
in moving about on the mountain!
Undoubtably, you will notice severe vandalism throughout the battlefield site and Camp
Garnett during your outdoor visit. The Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation is working toward
controlling damage to our piece of history, which is an extremely important part of our future,
but we are always looking for fresh ideas and individuals who would like to join the
preservation of history! If you are interested in becoming a member or volunteer, please
contact:
Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation
PO Box 227, Beverly, WV 26253
www.richmountain.org
Thank you for enjoying one very important part of Randolph County’s heritage and history! If
you have questions or comments please don’t hesitate to email
info@beverlyheritagecenter.org or beverlyheritagecvb@gmail.com.
Sincerely,
Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation Members, Staff and Volunteers

What to know before you visit!
The Basics
On July 11, 1861, in one of the first engagements of the American Civil War, Union regiments
under the overall command of General George B. McClellan attacked and defeated Confederate
troops defending a strategic mountain pass on the Staunton-Parkersburg Turnpike.
This Union victory, west of the town of Beverly (which was the county seat of Randolph County,
Virginia at the time), brought General McClellan to national prominence. More importantly, it
gave the Federal forces control over much of Appalachian northwestern Virginia and allowed
these counties to form a government that eventually led to the creation of a new state: West
Virginia.
Important Points:
•
•

West Virginia was not a state at the time of the Battle of Rich Mountain
Beverly was the County Seat of Randolph County, Virginia

If you are a student visiting Rich Mountain Battlefield, please take a moment to fill out the KWL
Chart at the beginning of the Student Activities section. List what you know already about the
Battle of Rich Mountain and what else you would like to know. After your research and visit, fill
in the last column with what you did learn!

For those that would like a more in-depth look…
The Battle of Rich Mountain
In the early days of the American Civil War, control of transportation routes through western
Virginia was a strategic goal of both Union and Confederate planners.

Following their hasty retreat from Philippi in June of 1861, Confederate troops under the
command of General Robert S. Garnett fortified two key passes. The more southerly of these,
Camp Garnett, consisted of earth and log entrenchments overlooking the Staunton-Parkersburg
Turnpike at Rich Mountain, just west of Beverly.
Major General George B. McClellan, charged with securing the loyal counties of western
Virginia and protecting the area’s vital B&O railroad for the Union, brought over 5,000 troops
and 8 cannons to Roaring Creek Flats, about 2 miles west of the Camp Garnett entrenchments.
Confederate Lieutenant Colonel John Pegram was in command of Camp Garnett with about
1,300 men and 4 cannons. He sent a small party to protect his rear at the Joseph Hart
homestead at the pass where the Pike crossed the summit of Rich Mountain. On the morning of
July 11, the force at the pass consisted of 310 men and one cannon.

Meanwhile in the Union camp, General McClellan was hesitant to make a frontal attack on
Camp Garnett. Joseph Hart’s 22-year-old son, David, volunteered to lead a flank attack to the
summit.
In the early morning of July 11, Brigadier General William S. Rosecrans with almost 2,000 men,
set out with young Hart up the mountain. They struggled through the dense woods, delayed by
missed directions and drenched by rain.
About 2:30pm on July 11, the Federal column encountered enemy skirmishers on top of Rich
Mountain. The surprised Confederate outpost at the pass took cover behind rocks and trees,
and with the help of their one cannon, held off the Federal attack for over two hours. But badly
outnumbered, they eventually gave way, and General Rosecrans’ troops took possession of the
field.
Colonel Pegram, realizing that the enemy was in his rear, ordered the withdrawal of his
remaining forces from camp Garnett during the night.
On the morning of July 12, General Rosecrans’ entered the abandoned Camp Garnett and sent
word to General McClellan that the enemy had been routed. General McClellan promptly sent a
telegram to Washington claiming a great victory for his army. This communication secured
McClellan’s reputation as a winning general and led to his appointment as commander of the
Army of the Potomac.
The Confederates were forced to give up their works at Laurel Hill and fought a disastrous
retreat eastward to Corrick’s Ford and across the Allegheny wilderness. Later, fighting at Chat
Summit prevented any serious Rebel comeback, and battles in the Kanawha Valley claimed
even more territory for the Wheeling government. The Federals retained control of most of
northwestern Virginia, and except for scattered raids, the Confederacy was banished from the
area and its vital railway for the rest of the war.
Two years after the battle of Rich Mountain, the State of West Virginia was admitted to the
Union.

How to get to Rich Mountain Battlefield
To reach Rich Mountain Battlefield from the East (Beverly):
Turn of Rt. 250 west onto Georgetown/Rich Mountain Road. Follow the RMBF signs 5 miles to
the Battlefield, at the very top of the mountain pass. (much of this road is gravel-surfaced)
Continue following Rich Mountain road another 1 ½ miles further west to the bottom of the
mountain to see the Camp Garnett area.
To reach the site from the West (Rt. 33):
At the Norton Exit of Rt. 33 (1.4 miles east of the stoplight intersection with Rt. 250) turn onto
Rt. 151. When Rt. 151 comes to a T-intersection, turn right, and cross the bridge. Just across the
bridge, turn left to Norton. Continue 4 miles, then turn left toward Mabie. Continue an
additional 2 miles, then bear left onto Rich Mountain Road. Continue about 1.5 miles to Field of
Fire Park and Camp Garnett. The battlefield lies another 1.5 miles further, at the peak of the
road pass.

What to look for while you are visiting…
At the Battlefield: Stop in the parking lot just past the top of the mountain and follow trails to
view the battlefield, Hart homestead site, and inscriptions carved by battle veterans on rocks in
the stable yard.
1. Site of the Battle

2. Location of Hart homestead and stable

-find more photos at http://www.richmountain.org/history/harthome.html

3. Soldier Engraving on boulder

-see this photo here http://www.richmountain.org/2006event/Rm-5.jpg
4. Staunton-Parkersburg Turnpike

-find more information at http://www.richmountain.org/history/spt.html

Camp Garnett (1.5 miles down the mountain from battlefield): From the parking lot, walk back
to the large oak tree to see earthworks on the north side of the road.
1. Earthworks

-find more photos at http://www.richmountain.org/history/ftgarnett.html
2. Trails
-there are trails on either side of the creek

**Note: There IS cellphone service at the battlefield and Camp Garnett!

Additional Information
Please visit our website for more information: www.richmountain.org
Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation digital brochure:
http://www.richmountain.org/brochure/rmbfbroch09n2.pdf

Find us on Facebook! @richmountainbattlefield and @beverlyheritagecenter
The website offers many links to supporting information surrounding the Battle of Rich
Mountain and Beverly. If you have feedback on this program, or If there is specific information
you are looking for and cannot find, please feel free to contact us at
info@beverlyheritagecenter.org or visit the Beverly Heritage Center. (call for COVID-19 Hours
304-637-7424)

You can find extra information at the following websites:
www.beverlyheritagecenter.org
www.historicbeverly.org
www.spturnpike.org

Student Activities
On the following pages you will find activities and follow-up questions for your students. These
questions and activities were designed by Randolph County teachers and staff of Rich Mountain
Battlefield Foundation, in conjunction with the Beverly Heritage Center and Beverly-Randolph
Heritage Tourism CVB.
Have your student bring their completed coloring pages into the Beverly Heritage Center,
where they will be displayed!

KWL Chart Topic – Battle of Rich Mountain
Name:________________________________________ Date:________________

What I know

What I want to know

What I learned

Follow-up Questions and Talking Points
1. Which forces were victorious in the Battle of Rich Mountain?

2. Which transportation route were troops trying to gain control of?

3. Why was this victory important at this time in the Civil War?

4. Who was the local young man who assisted Union troops in the Battle of Rich
Mountain?

Why was his role so important to the Battle’s outcome?

5. How did the town of Beverly change immediately after the Battle of Rich Mountain?

6. CRITICAL THINKING: Many soldiers that fought during the Civil War were teenagers, not
too much older that yourself. The soldiers that fought in the Battle of Rich Mountain
had to march many, many miles through the wilderness. Think about what it would be
like to be one of these 17-year-old soldiers that fought during the Battle of Rich
Mountain. Write about what you think the experience would have been like. Include
such things as basic necessities like clothing, food, and shelter, as well as other things
like what had to be carried, weather and more.

For our younger students
1. What year was the Battle of Rich Mountain fought?
2. What color uniforms did the Union soldiers wear?
3. What color uniforms did the Confederate soldiers wear?

Have a little fun with your family as you fill in the Rich Mountain Madlib provided by
the Beverly Heritage Center!

Major Pegram’s letter to Colonel Scott (10 July 1861)
Col. Scott wrote in his memoirs that as he was advancing to reinforce the
Confederate Troops, he received this note from Major Pegram. Scott
insisted that he followed orders when others blamed him for the Union
Victory at Rich Mountain. Major Pegram was the first officer of the Civil
War to surrender – he did so at Rich Mountain.
Source: Hu Maxwell, The History of Randolph County, West Virginia
(1898), page 243.
I think it almost certain that the __________ are working their way
noun

around my ______ flank, to come into this turnpike 1 and 1/2 ________
adjective

plural noun

this side of Beverly. I would ______ you place your _____ in position on
verb

noun

that road, and will _____ you as soon as I get information of the approach
verb

of the _____. I shall at once write a letter to ___________, informing
noun

person’s name

him of my opinion as to the _________ of the enemy, and of the request
plural noun

I have made to you. I need not tell you how ______ it would be to have the
adjective

have the enemy in our ________, as it would entirely cut off our
part of the body

__________."
plural noun

