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Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation

Beverly, West Virginia

A new exhibit on the
Battle of Rich Mountain,
the Union occupation of
Beverly, and the First
Campaign of the Civil
War is slowly taking shape
at the Beverly Heritage
Center.

The Bushrod Crawford
Building, which served as
McCl el |l anés
during his brief stay in
Beverly, will house the
bulk of the exhibit. A rep-
resentational vignette of
the Wheeling Custom
House in the early sum-
mer of 1861 will set the
stage. Visitors will learn
how, as Virginia joined
the Confederacy, pro -
Unionists in the west be-
gan discussions about
forming their own state.
From there, a sequential
map will explain how
General George B.
McClellan, recognizing
this as an opportunity to
protect the B&O Railroad
for the north, invaded

Western Virginia from
Ohio, and moved east, by
railroad and then by turn-
pike, occupying towns and
fighting the
land battle at Philippi.
Moving into the Craw-
ford Building, the exhibit
will provide a detailed
look at what happened on
Riahd q u a

tain in July of 1861. Sound
and video will help to set
the mood, providing first-
hand accounts of what the
battle was like. A terrain
model will also help visi-
tors to understand the key
strategy that troops under

General Rosecrans used to
defeat the Confederates.
Artifacts and photo props
will help set the scene.
adlowiagsthe sdquersce of
the real events, visitors
will then encounter an
interpretation of the Un-
ion occupation of Beverly.
The exhibit will focus on
what life
was

for civil-
ians during the war, in-
cluding limitations on
civic life, forced servitude,
and occasional raids. A
summation of the things
that made
Civil War events impor-
tant, including the many

firsts and promotions that
they produced, will begin
to wrap things up. The
exhibit will finish where it
started, discussing state-
hood, tying it to the Battle
of Rich Mountain.

The exhibit is in plan-
ning at this time. It will
be the last of four new
exhibits at the Beverly
Heritage Center. The
Bank, Courthouse, and
Crawford Building were

i Parkersburg Turnpike
and
county seat have opened
in them since then. An

mercial heyday is in the
works, to be installed in
the Hill Building when
construction is finished.
The Civil War exhibit will
follow. Our exhibit de-
signer, Dave Vago, is
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