A new exhibit on the
Battle of Rich Mountain,
the Union occupation of
Beverly, and the First
Campaign of the Civil
War is slowly taking shape
at the Beverly Heritage
Center.
The Bushrod Crawford
Building, which served as
McClellan’s headquarters
during his brief stay in
Beverly, will house the
bulk of the exhibit. A representational vignette of
the Wheeling Custom
House in the early summer of 1861 will set the
stage. Visitors will learn
how, as Virginia joined
the Confederacy, proUnionists in the west began discussions about
forming their own state.
From there, a sequential
map will explain how
General George B.
McClellan, recognizing
this as an opportunity to
protect the B&O Railroad
for the north, invaded

Western Virginia from
Ohio, and moved east, by
railroad and then by turnpike, occupying towns and
fighting the war’s first
land battle at Philippi.
Moving into the Crawford Building, the exhibit
will provide a detailed
look at what happened on
Rich

General Rosecrans used to
defeat the Confederates.
Artifacts and photo props
will help set the scene.
Following the sequence of
the real events, visitors
will then encounter an
interpretation of the Union occupation of Beverly.
The exhibit will focus on
what life
was

firsts and promotions that
they produced, will begin
to wrap things up. The
exhibit will finish where it
started, discussing statehood, tying it to the Battle
of Rich Mountain.
The exhibit is in planning at this time. It will
be the last of four new
exhibits at the Beverly
Heritage Center. The
Bank, Courthouse, and
Crawford Building were
finished in 2007, and new
exhibits on the StauntonParkersburg Turnpike
and Beverly’s role as
county seat have opened
in them since then. An
exhibit on the town’s comlike mercial heyday is in the
Mounfor civilworks, to be installed in
tain in July of 1861. Sound ians during the war, inthe Hill Building when
and video will help to set
cluding limitations on
construction is finished.
the mood, providing first- civic life, forced servitude, The Civil War exhibit will
hand accounts of what the and occasional raids. A
follow. Our exhibit debattle was like. A terrain
summation of the things
signer, Dave Vago, is
model will also help visithat made the region’s
working with RMBF staff
tors to understand the key Civil War events imporand board members
(NEW EXHIBITS Cont. on page 7)
strategy that troops under tant, including the many

150th Anniversary of the Civil War
Will Offer Opportunity
To West Virginia
In 1859, John Brown’s Raid on
Harpers Ferry brought America to
the breaking point. Now, 150 years
later, the Sesquicentennial Anniversary gives West Virginians an
opportunity to share our unique
Civil War heritage.
The year 2011 will mark the start
of the 150th Anniversary of the
American Civil War. That epic
four-year struggle divided the nation and gave birth to a new

state—West Virginia. No other
event had such impact on America,
and no state has more reason to
commemorate the Civil War.
West Virginia was the setting
for the Civil War’s first campaign,
and a proving ground for famous
armies and leaders. The 150th anniversary is our chance to call attention to West Virginia’s role in
this national struggle.
The volunteer West Virginia

Civil War Task Force is working
to coordinate Civil War activities.
The years 2011-2015 can be a boom
for state tourism and local economies. And at the heart of it all  in
2013  we will celebrate the 150th
birthday of West Virginia!

2009 West Virginia
Civil War Events
June 19......................Beverly 7 pm – Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation – Sex in the Civil War
Dr. Thomas Lowry www.richmountain.org
June 20......................Wheeling – West Virginia Day at Independence Hall www.wvculture.org
June 25–26 ...............Virginia Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War Commission Kickoff www.nps.gov/hafe/index.htm
June 25–28 ..............Shepherdstown – The George Tyler Moore Center for the Study of the Civil War, Shepherd University
Race and Ethnicity in the Civil War www.shepherd.edu/gtmcweb/cwcenter.htm
July 10–12 ................Rich Mountain Reenactment www.richmountain.org
July 17–19 ................Laurel Hill Reenactment www.battleof laurelhill.org
August 21–23 ............White Sulpher Springs Reenactment (Battle of Dry Creek or Rocky Gap)
September 4–7...........Jackson’s Mill – Stonewall Jackson Jubilee
October 10–11 ...........Bulltown Reenactment www.wvra.org
October 14–17 ...........Harper’s Ferry – Academic Symposium “John Brown Remembered” www.nps.gov/hafe/index.htm
October 16–18 ...........Harpers Ferry – The 150th Commemoration of John Brown’s Raid www.nps.gov/hafe/index.htm
Additional John Brown Related Events can be found at: www.johnbrownraid.org/events.html

2010 Events
January 15–17...........Berkley Springs – Bath–Romney Campaign

"

"

A Presentation by Thomas P. Lowry
Friday, 19 June 2009 — 7:oopm at the Beverly Heritage Center
Using primary documents as well as
standard historical works (e.g.,
Douglas Southall Freeman's biographies of Civil War leaders), Lowry,
a physician and medical historian,

rank and file present quite another
story, and Lowry will present that
story well documented with letters,
diaries, court records, and other primary evidence from his book The
Story The
Soldiers
"Lowry presents a surprisingly candid yet good-natured
Wouldn’t
look at some of the less savory activities of our gallant anTell. From
cestors, including "self-pollution," premarital sex (35 percent
camp followof brides were pregnant in 1760, 25 percent during the Civil
War), abortion (the end result of perhaps 20 percent of all
ers to gay
pregnancies in the 1860s), prostitution, even pornography.
lovers to vulOne of the most interesting chapters describes the fortunes
gar language,
and heroism of several of the estimated 500 to 1,000
Lowry will
women who served in combat disguised as men -- some
examine Civil
never unmasked until their deaths, either in battle or decWar-era sex
ades after the war!"
from every
— David Loftus, Resident Scholar
conceivable
angle.
will present a fascinating history of
Thomas P. Lowry is a native of
a little-discussed aspect (sex) of a
California. He received both his BA
much-discussed subject (the Civil
and MD degrees from Stanford and
War). Beginning with the icons of then attended the University of
the war, Lowry notes that the repu- California in San Francisco where
tation of such saintlike figures as
he was trained in Psychiatry. He
Lincoln, Lee, and Stonewall Jackserved two years as a doctor in the
son is well deserved. However, the
United States Air Force, and then

Letters from

LEM…

(Reminder to our
readers: Lem is our
resident museum cat
who we adopted in
July 2008. Since
that time, Lem has
grown to know all
the inner workings of
the Heritage Center
and is eager to share

his views with the “outside” world.)
Since last newsletter, the construction at the
Heritage Center has gotten noisier and bigger and
more exciting things are happening. The Gallery is
built and all the systems are being installed—I have
seen the great big windows and am excited to lay
under them and bask in the sunshine! I have sneaked
into the Hill Building when the doorway has been
open and wow--It’s different! Sarel and Tattoo of
Adventures in Eleagance have been working really

several years in
private practice. He was
also a doctor
at San Quentin State
Illustration
Prison. He
TBA
was head
of the
New Mexico State
hospital for
two years. He
is the author of a number of medical books. Tom Lowry has also
written several other books on the
Civil War. Among these are; Tarnished Eagles – The Court- Martial of Fifty Union Colonels;
Swamp Doctor – An 85th New
York Surgeon’s Diary; Tarnished
Scalpels – The Court-martials of
Fifty Union Surgeons; and Don’t
Shoot that Boy – Abraham Lincoln & Military Justice. Tom and
his wife Beverley now live in
Woodbridge, Virginia.

hard on the plaster rehabilitation and it makes a world
of difference in there! Soon the plaster dust will give
way to fresh walls and a new space to explore! I think
everyone will be happy when it is done (it’s kinda
messy and everything is covered in white dust!)
Mr. Dave has been working on finishing details for
the courtroom exhibit and the media room and has
been making nice
designs of the new
“Beverly’s Heyday”
Exhibit for in the
Hill Building. They
even had a meeting
about the new Civil
War exhibit that is
being planned for
the Bushrod Crawford Building. The current exhibit
has been in place since 1998 and we’ve learned a lot
more about West Virginia Civil War history and the
(LEM Continued on page 7)
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Beverly was one of 13 communities across the state recently designated as
an ON TRAC community by West Virginia Main Street. This new program
allows small towns and those not yet ready for full Main Street designation to
receive many of the benefits of the Main Street program. Beverly recently
hosted a resource team visit who will be providing us with a written report
soon. We will be receiving training and technical assistance, and are forming
citizen committees and in organization, historic preservation and design, promotion, and economic restructuring principles of the Main Street program.
Contact HBP or come to a meeting if you are interested in helping.
Trains will return to Beverly this
summer with periodic runs of the
Cheat Mountain Salamander, and two
special visits by the Shay steam locomotive. The Salamander will run from
Elkins to Beverly on selected Sunday
afternoons, scheduled for May 24,
June 21, July 26, Aug 16, Sept 13, Oct
11, Oct 18, and Oct 25. The Shay #6
from Cass will come to Beverly for two
runs on the mornings of July 10 & 11,
as a part of its special excursion into
Randolph County. This is the same
weekend that the Battle of Rich Mountain Reenactment will be held at the
Battlefield. Each trip will feature about
an hour and a half hour layover in
Beverly, where visitors will have the
opportunity to explore our community, visit our museums and shops, and
see themed demonstrations and programs arranged for the visit.
We invite Beverly townspeople to
welcome the visitors when they are
here, help keep our town clean and
attractive, and to volunteer to help with
activities or visitor information. For
more information contact HBP.

Gabe Hays, of Hays Landscape Architecture Studio, has completed the
initial draft drawing of the streetscape and sidewalk plan for Beverly historic
district based on the input received at our September 2008 public meeting.
We are asking for feedback on the proposals from Department of Highways,
from the Town, and from community members, to see how this plan will best
meet the needs of the community.
Come by the Beverly Heritage Center during our regular hours to examine
the plan and give your comments.

GET INVOLVED WITH HISTORIC BEVERLY
u
u

–
Historic Beverly Preservation and Rich
Mountain Battlefield Foundation are partnering together in the development of the
Beverly Heritage Center. Over the course
of several years and multiple phases, starting from a small visitors center in one
building, we are working to rehabilitate
and combine four historic buildings into a
major heritage museum attraction.
Each original building in the BHC tells
its own story, and will have an exhibit role
in the heritage museum. ―Travel a Turnpike through Time‖, the StauntonParkersburg Turnpike exhibit, is open
and can be visited in the 1900 Beverly
Bank building, which stands as a
visible icon of Beverly’s commercial
past on what was once the Turnpike
corner.
The 1808 Randolph County
Courthouse has been restored and
tells its own story of the original importance of Beverly as the County Seat, and
how economic change led to loss of the
courthouse. The courtroom doubles as a
meeting space, and attendees at the Bev-

erly public meeting will again have the
opportunity to gather at the courthouse.
The clerk’s office in the rear of the building, will be the future media room for an
introductory film about Beverly and the
Battle of Rich Mountain.
The 1912 Hill building is currently being worked on to restore both the exterior
and interior of the building. An exhibit on
―Beverly’s Heyday,‖ sharing the stories of
19th-century Beverly’s commercial prosperity and what it was like then to live
in mountain small towns like Beverly, is being planned for the main
room of the Hill

building. Watch for an upcoming Open
House to showcase this exhibit later this
year. The upstairs of the Hill building,
when done, will provide additional organizational office space, as well as archive

library for researchers.
The Bushrod Crawford building,
McClellan’s Headquarters, has completed
restoration work, including returning the
building’s original configuration of ―9 over
6‖ pane windows, a feature of many of
Beverly’s 19th century buildings. As fitting
its historic association with the Civil War,
it will house the ―First Campaign‖ exhibit,
as well as the museum gift shop and upstairs offices.
The new addition on the south side of
the buildings, a glass enclosed pavilion
built to suggest the wrap around porches
added to many of Beverly’s
older buildings, will serve as
the entry to the complex.
Visitors will be greeted here,
and offered visitor services
and information about Beverly and the area.
The pavilion connects the four historic
buildings together, providing convenient
handicapped access to the exhibit spaces
without having to add ramps that would
change the fronts of the buildings.

–
Creation of the Beverly Heritage Center is an expensive project, especially by the standards of a town the size of
Beverly. Historic Beverly Preservation has received a number of grants from different federal and state sources, and
has benefited from welcome private donations. But while the light is starting to appear at the end of the fundraising
tunnel, we still have a ways to go. We expect to need about $500,000 more to finish the work. We also need to an
endowment fund to help continue quality programs at the Center.
Historic Beverly Preservation is applying to the National Endowment for the Humanities for their Capital Campaign
Challenge Grant program. We will need to raise $525,000 within four years to qualify for the Challenge Grant funds.
That seems like a lot of money to raise, but if we break it down into annual pledges from many different supporters, it
becomes achievable. Funds raised or pledged starting this year will qualify as matching funds – and all money raised
will go to help complete the Beverly Heritage Center.

Please give or pledge now to help complete the Beverly Heritage Center.
Contact us for more information about how your gift can help.
BEVERLY HERITAGE CENTER -- PLEDGE / DONATION FORM
YES I will help complete the Beverly Heritage Center.
(Beverly Heritage Center: P .O. Box 227 Beverly, WV 26253)
This donation is in anticipation of matching the NEH Challenge Grant.

Amount Pledged This Year

Name

4-year pledge:

$

$
Address
Phone

(2009 pledge)

per year

Amount Donated Now:
Email

$

If you haven’t already renewed — send your 2009 dues in TODAY!

CONTRIBUTION
AMOUNT

Name

Basic $20
Family $30
Donor $50-$99
Captain $100-$500
Colonel $501-999
General $500 +

Address
Email/telephone
Your dues are a large portion of our operating budget and we can’t do it without you!
Consider making an extra contribution beyond your dues to one of our specific projects!
_____ Site Upkeep (Battlegrounds, Field of Fire, Camp Garnett and the Crawford House

_____ Logan House rehabilitation
(in order to rehabilitate this important historic building we will need matching funds for future grants.)
_____ Interpretation/ Acquisition (exhibits, educational outreach and artifact/research material acquisition)
_____ General Operating Costs (utilities, supplies, staffing)

Separate and return by mail!

Chelley, Dave and Joan left me
battles in Beverly and at Rich
for a few days and attended the
Mountain since then. It’s gonna be West Virginia Association of
pretty neat—although I didn’t hear Museums conference. Another
anyone talking about the roles cats
played in the Civil War…but that’s
another story.
Ms. Joan has been working on
some kids programs for this spring
and summer…kids...little people to
play with me! The kids will like
what she has in store for them…a
scavenger hunt, a book about
AmeriCorps volunteer, Linda, filled
Beverly in the war years and some
in while they were away so I
exciting hands on stations
wouldn’t be alone. They apparently
throughout the center!
learned lots at the conference and
(LEM Continued from page 3)

brought back some good
ideas for here at the center.
There is talk about the trains
coming to Beverly this summer and
that will bring new and exciting
adventures to the historic district.
There is also a reenactment coming
too…I don’t know much about that
but Chelley will and you can red
about it in the newsletter.
Well, the sun is out and the birds
are chirping at the window to
Chelley’s office so I must go wait
patiently for them to fall through
the glass and into my lap! Happy
Spring!

(NEW EXHIBITS Continued from page 1)

Hunter Lesser and Rick Wolfe on finalizing the exhibit outline and developing a script. They hope to have
a draft with graphics ready by summer. Production will begin in the fall, and the RMBF plans to have an
exhibit ready in 2010, with a formal opening in the summer.
Watch this newsletter for the latest word on developments in our new Civil War exhibit, visit us in Beverly to see our latest progress, and when the time comes, join us for our Grand Opening. We are sure you’ll
be pleased with what you see!

304-637-RICH / www.richmountain.org

RICH MOUNTAIN
BATTLEFIELD
FOUNDATION, INC.
PO Box 227
Beverly, WV 26253
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u Friday, June 19 — SEX IN THE CIVIL WAR: A presentation by author Thomas P.

Lowry at 7:00pm in the new Beverly Heritage Center. (See page 3, inside!)
u Saturday, June 20 — LEMUEL CHENOWETH DAY: Celebrate the birthday of Beverly’s

famous builder and West Virginia statehood! Civil War Living History
u Friday, July 10 and Saturday, July 11 —SHAY LOCOMOTIVE COMES TO BEVERLY: A

first-time addition to the town’s regular schedule of trains. (See the story inside on page 5.)
th

u Saturday, July 11-12 — BATTLE OF RICH MOUNTAIN REENACTMENT: 148

Anniver-

sary of the Battle of Rich Mountain
u Saturday, September 19 — ELKHENGE MUSIC FESTIVAL: At Field of Fire Pavilion-

Proceeds benefit RMBF and the Highlands Trail Foundation.
u Saturday, December 5 — BEVERLY OLD FASHIONED CHRISTMAS

RMBF Board meetings – First Tuesday of each month at 7pm
Held at the Beverly Heritage Center/Foundation Offices in Beverly — Please contact RMBF (304-637-7424) to
verify schedule from month to month as meetings are subject to change for holidays, events, etc.
The public and members are welcome to attend any and all RMBF Board meetings.

