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ture of the flag of the 31st
VA that once belonged to
the Beverly UDC chapter!
Maybe John can help us
bring it back to town
someday.
For those of you who
attended, thanks for coming out. For those of you
who missed it…we hope to
see you in 2009 as we
continue the series with
some new and exciting
speakers!

GOT BOOKS?
RMBF currently has a
small reference library of
Civil War related books.
Many of these books
were donated by board
members and friends of
the foundation. After donors had read them,
they wanted to pass
them along to others
who might be
interested in
-- like the
people who
visit Beverly.
We have
found
them very useful over the
years and RMBF will still

Beverly, West Virginia

welcome donations of
relevant types of books
for inclusion in the library. Simply drop them
by the Visitor Center in
Beverly and we will add
them to the collection.

Field of Fire
This season was a busy
one at the Field of Fire
pavilion. Through the
months of June, July, August and September we
rent out the pavilion for
events such as weddings,
family reunions, youth
and community group
camp outs and even the
Elkhenge Music Festival.
These events help us to
fund the upkeep of the
site and utilities to the
pavilion. Next summer,
the pavilion will need
roof repairs on the older
section but will still be
available for rentals.
We begin booking for
the 2009 season in January and this past year,
dates went quickly! Consider renting Field of Fire
for your next major social
event—it’s a great space
and helps a great cause!

Letters from

LEM…
(Director’s note: LEM--short for
Lemuel-- the Cat was adopted by the
staff of Rich Mountain/Historic Beverly
officially on Beverly Heritage Day in
July. Since that time, we have grown to
love his crazy kitten antics including his
most recent adventure in breaking his leg-we assume by jumping off some furniture
in the Center.) Since Lem is laid up, he
has had some time to think about all the
things he sees and hears here in the office.
So, we decided to let him have his own
column in the newsletter.)

This place is a pretty big and
exciting museum with more than
enough space for me to romp and
roam. My favorite place is on
someone’s lap, but when no one is
around I like to explore the
buildings and see what Dave and
Chelley and Joan have been up to.
Sometimes I even get to visit with
Mary (the nice lady from the
Staunton-Parkersburg
Turnpike.) She has
been working on the
next set of audio
histories about the
history of the big
road that runs
through Beverly. I
understand that they will be
released in 2009. I’m sure I’ll get
to hear them first being here at the
Heritage Center and I’ll let you
know all about them in the coming
newsletter.
Dave has been working pretty
hard on the new exhibit for the
Randolph County Courthouse
building (it’s my favorite building
because I can run and slide on the
shiny hardwood floors!) I listened
in during the planning meetings
and if the passion of the meetings
is any indication of how excited

they all are about the story of the
Beverly-Elkins Courthouse feud,
then it’s going to be great. Part of
the new exhibit about the building
will be opened during December
and it will mark the 200th
Anniversary of the Building—it’s a
pretty important milestone in
Beverly’s history!
There have been a whole group
of new “petters” here for the past
months. The Americops team has
help to clear out the Hill Building
(and provided me with several
outdoor adventures by leaving the
doors open during the day and
forgetting I was here—hee hee!)
Joan is my favorite of the team—
she’s here working with Chelley
giving school programs and
working on the gift shop (that’s a
fun spot to hang out—lots of
“petters” come through and I get
spoiled!) The building looks pretty
big and empty without all the old
“new” stuff in it (carpet, drop
ceilings) but it will look much
prettier once JM Steortz and Sarel
get here this month to start the
renovations. They are leaving my
big window in the front so that I
can see all the people who are
walking town and
visiting the historic
district—this place
must be getting
pretty important as
we have had quite a
few people visiting
us this fall. In the
spring, we will be getting all of the
sidewalks around the Center redone with help from Gabe and Phil
from Hayes Landscape. LLS. They
are designing a pretty streetscape
plan for the town.
Ms. Chelley is my feeder and I
am her listener…She has been
working on a grant to
interrrr….rpret a place called
Elkwater. I hope I get to go on the
field trip to see the site(hear there
are leaves on the ground for me to
play in)—it’s not to far from
Beverly and is a pretty important

Wanna Be
A Reenactor?
The West Virginia Reenactors
Association is always looking to
recruit a few good men and women
to join in the hobby. If you are
curious and want to try it out, the
Rich Mountain Reenactment 2009
(July 11-12) would be a great place to
start. Many reenactors begin by
attending an event and simply
borrowing attire prior to investing in
the hobby. If you are interested visit
the West Virginia Reenactors
Association website at:

www.wvra.org
Some great book sources for info
on the hobby are:
Reliving the Civil War: A
Reenactor's Handbook by Robert
L. Hadden
The Civil War Reenactors'
Encyclopedia by William C. Davis
An Introduction to Civil War
Civilians by Juanita Leisch
Rebel Cornbread and Yankee
Coffee by Garry Fisher

Civil War site. If you want to see
it, you can get directions from
anyone at the Center. Chelley has
also been planning the Rifle Rally.
That’s a big event to help RMBF
to raise money. I think there’s a
note about it in the newsletter if
you want to know more about it.
She has also been working on plans
for next years lecture series. I like
it when she has them because I get
to see more people (and I think she
wants to see more people come out
to them too!) If you have ideas for
speakers, you should call her and
tell her about them.
Well, that’s all for now. I need a
bath and a nap in the sunny
window ledge while I wait for my
leg to heal. I’ll write more in the
next newsletter. In the meantime,
if you stop by the Heritage Center,
bring treats!

CALLING ALL ABLE-BODIED
MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN!

Join the ranks of RMBF by volunteering and even becoming
a member! It takes an army to help us maintain the
Battlefield and to host events and activities throughout the year!
Contact the RMBF Office at 304304-637637-7424
or by email at richmt@richmountain.org
richmt richmountain.org

2008-2009 Membership Dues
It’s that time! Please check your records to insure that you have paid your 2008 memberships
dues—if you haven’t, please do so at this time; and while you are at it, please pay your 2009
dues this year and get the tax credit for 2008!
CONTRIBUTION
AMOUNT

Name

Basic $20
Family $30
Donor $50-$99
Captain $100-$500
Colonel $501-999
General $500 +

Address

Email/telephone
Your dues are a large portion of our operating budget and we can’t do it without you!
Consider making an extra contribution beyond your dues to one of our specific projects!
_____ Site Upkeep (Battlegrounds, Field of Fire, Camp Garnett and the Crawford House

_____ Logan House rehabilitation
(in order to rehabilitation this important historic building, we will need matching funds for future grants.)
_____ Interpretation/ Acquisition (exhibits, educational outreach and artifact/research material acquisition)

Separate and return by mail!

_____ General Operating Costs (utilities, supplies, staffing)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF RICH MOUNTAIN!

THE SESQUICENTENNIAL OF THE CIVIL WAR
Despite that being a
mouthful to say, it’s also a
mouthful to accomplish
in a few short years. 2011
Marks the 150th
anniversary of the Civil
War—and the Battle of
Rich Mountain. We are
preparing behind the
scenes for this once-inour-lifetime celebration
of the “unpleasantness,”
“the war of Northern
aggression,” the great
divide,”--the Civil War.
The State Civil War
Task Force has been
meeting and planning
for approximately 150
new interpretive signs
for sites throughout the
state as well as new

brochures and trail
markers through a
partnership with the Civil
War Trails program of
Virginia. For information
see:
www.pawv.org/
civilwar150
The National
Park Service

1861

is also creating a new
website to help interested
folks locate civil war sites
throughout the country
beyond those owned by
the park service and of
course the
Civil War
Trust is
enhancing

th

150

2011

its discovery trail
program.
RMBF will be holding
our reenactment that
summer and our new
interpretive exhibit at the
Heritage Center will be
complete, but we are
looking for others to be
involved in helping us to
plan and coordinate
various activities in
commemoration of
this event.
If your organization
is planning an
activity, let us know.
If you’d like to help
us plan and prepare,
let us know. It will be
upon us before we
know it!
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COMING EVENTS
 Saturday, March 14, 2009 Rifle Rally—Benefits Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation and the

Tygart Valley LIONS Club. Tickets on sale in December! This is RMBF’s biggest fundraiser
of the year.
 Saturday, May 16, 2009 Civil War Trust/ RMBF Annual Park Day—join our staff and

Board to help prepare the site for the season—projects include Adopt-A Highway, Trail clearing, landscape beatification and sign work.
 Saturday, July 11-12—Battle of Rich Mountain Reenactment/ 148th Anniversary of the Battle

of Rich Mountain
 Saturday, September 19, 2009 Elkhenge Music Festival at Field of Fire Pavilion-Proceeds

benefit RMBF and the Highlands Trail Foundation.
 Saturday, December 5, 2009 Old Fashioned Beverly Christmas

RMBF Board meetings-1st Tuesday of each month at 7pm
Held at the Beverly Heritage Center/Foundation Offices in Beverly—**please contact RMBF (304637-7424) to verify schedule from month to month as meetings are subject to change for holidays,
events, etc. The public and members are welcome to attend any and all RMBF Board meetings.

Watch Upcoming Newsletters/Mailings for 2009 Lecture Series Dates

